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Charles Vincent 


Book 1 


Boosey & Hawkes 


PREFACE. 


For many years the study and practice of the works composed by John Sebastian 
Bach have been considered indispensable to all Pianists and Organists, but only in 
a few instances have attempts been made to introduce,to absolute beginners, the educa- 
tional advantages to be derived from a study of the works of this great musician and 
teacher. 

Bach took great delight in the musical education of his own family.When his eldest son 
W. Friedemann was 9 years old the father gave him lessons and wrote for him the“Little 
Clavier Book’? later we read of him giving lessons to his second wife Anna Magdalene, who 
became her husbands diligent pupil in Clavier-playing. Together they kept a musical note 
book in which were written her favourite pieces,also the various studies and airs the 
husband composed for her to practise. 

A careful perusal of this “Note Book” has suggested the compilation of a series of 
graded material for beginners, the first book to be selected entirely from this very inter- 
esting “Note Book?’ 

Bach had seven children by his first wife and thirteen by his second,so Anna Magda- 
lene must have had much to occupy her time besides studying the lessons her husband 
composed for her, yet it is recorded that she was musically of the greatest possible help 
to him, She had a beautiful voice and many of his finest songs were written for her. She 


was 21 years of age when they were married. Dec. 3%4 1721. 


Charles Vincent. 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The unauthorised copying 
of the whole or any part of 
this publication is illegal 
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Lied. 


The Smoker’s reflections. 


Moderato. 
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This song, evidently a favourite of Bach’s, also appears a second time in the “Note Book” trans- 


posed a fourth higher to suit his wife's voice. 


The following is a translation of the words of the first verse. 


Whenever in an hour of leisure 


With Knaster good my pipe I fill, 
And sit and smoke for rest or pleasure, 


Sad pictures rise without my will. 
Watching the clouds of smoke float by 
I think how like this pipe am I. 
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Chorale. 


Slowly and legato. 
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beautiful Chorales were composed by Bach, and he made use of Choral themes to a great 


Many 


, many of his most ingenious and enjoyable works being founded on me- 


He also employed Chorales as a means of education. 


extent in his compositions 


lodies of this type. 
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inuet. 
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Andante. 
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Minuet in G@ major. 


Mons Bohm. 


Allegretto. 


This Minuet is by a Mons Bohm, but its insertion in the “Note Book” proves it to have been a 


favourite with the Bachs, which is sufficient reason for its inclusion here. 


ff 
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Minuet in G@ major. 


Noe 
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Prema 
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Chorale. 


Eternity, 


J 


O mighty word 


See note to N° 3. 


2462 


15 


1S¢ 


Polona 


Moderato. 
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March in D major. 
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Andante. 
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Chorale 


Gieb dich zufrieden. 


” 


This favourite Chorale is said by Spitta to be“one of the most expressive melodies in existence. 


Other arrangements of it occur in the note book. 
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March in G major. 
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Donald Gray 
THE MUSICAL GATEWAY SERIES 


A series of carefully chosen and graded piano studies, pieces and duets, enabling the absolute 
beginner to acquire rapidly yet logically the technique and fluency essential to serious music-making, 
without the time-consuming irrelevancies which all too often lead only to boredom. 


CLASSICAL DUETS Book! 


A selection of classical works in easy arrangements 
for young pianists. 


CLASSICAL DUETS Book Il 


A further selection of arrangements of items from the 
classical repertoire—slightly more advanced than 
Book I. 


COME AND PLAY 


Very first steps to sight reading at the piano, 
especially prepared for the younger child. 


FROM MY WINDOW 


Seven easy piano pieces advancing the young 


pianist’s technique, rhythm and phrasing, step by step. 


FUN OF THE FAIR 


A short suite of fourteen pieces depicting all the 
atmosphere and entertainment of a fair. 


MAYTIME 


A book of easy pieces demonstrating the many and 
varied aspects of countryside life. 


MUSICA VARIATA 


A book of classical and romantic pieces which aims 
further to increase the young pianist’s technique 
although the pieces chosen are all moderately easy. 


OVER THE HILLS 


Duets for teacher and pupil in the elementary grade 
chosen for the variety of their moods. 


Boosey 


No. 41 


PETER PIPER 


An elementary method for very young children, which 
aims especially to cultivate a sense of rhythm. 


SCALES AND ARPEGGIOS 


A scale book prepared in accordance with the 
syllabus of the Associated Board, Trinity College of 
Music, and the Guildhall School of Music. 


THE CAROLLERS 


Twelve favourite carols in expert arrangements for 
piano solo. 


THE FOUR WINDS 


An album of simple arrangements of folk tunes 
collected from many lands containing many hitherto 
unknown. 


THE LORD MAYOR'S SHOW 


Ten easy pieces featuring scenes from London’s 
traditional pageant. 


THE MUSICAL GATEWAY 


A modern instruction book for beginners whose 
direct approach makes a welcome change from the 
laborious explanations of many piano methods. 


TUNES OF ALL TIMES 


Fifty graded rhythm exercises for sight reading for 
the young pianist or the adult beginner. 


TWO ALBUM LEAVES 


Two short attractive pieces equally suitable for 
serious study as for recreational purposes. 


VERY FIRST CLASSICS 


Fifteen of the easiest original compositions by 
Mozart, Purcell, Diabelli, Czerny etc. 
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Peanuts Piano Books i 


‘ 
Peanuts Piano Course (Four arotieviea) 


Re 


* 


Schroeder's First Recital : 

Schroeder's First Recital Enedtes 

Schroeder's Favourite Classics (Two Volumes) 
Peanuts Christmas Album x 

Snoopy’s Easy Piano Album - | 


Charlie Brown's Piano Album 


Methods and Tutors 

Bartok/Reschofsky (ed. Russell) Piano Method 

Kurtag Jatékok (Four Volumes) 

Nikolaev (editor) R ussian School of Piano Playing (Three Books) 


Vol. 1 (parts | & Il), Vol. 2 


7 


. 


Piano Solo 4 

Bach (ed. Vincent) Bach for Beginners (Two Volumes) 
Bartok (ed. Reschofsky) First Term at the Piano 
Bartok For Children (Two Volumes) 

Bartok Mikrokosmos (Six Volumes) 

Barték Ten Easy Pieces 


Bartok Young People at the Piano (Two Volumes) 


Blake and Capp First Grade _ i) wae 
Blake and Capp Making Music 


Blake and Capp Piano Time (Grade Three) 


Blake and Capp Second Grade ry x 
Kabalevsky Fifteen Children’s Pieces f j | f : 
Kabalevsky civ Es: Variations q 
Kadosa sTvelve small Pieces for Small People Rife he 


Khachaturian (arr. Rowley) Pictures of Childhood 
Last Gymnastics | 
Last Playaway 

Last Puck's Pieces : ut t ok 


Maxwell Davies Stevie’s Fetgy to Hoy 


Prokofieff Musique d’Enfants E 


Shostakovich Dance of the Dolls 


Shostakovich Six Children’s Pieces pee Design Ta bel 


Piano Albums 
Children’s Piano Pieces by Soviet nah aaeate| \ vet, Alda ve 


Piano Miniatures for Children (edited ay Cz6vek) 


For further details and a full listing of educational Plane music ic, 
please contact the publishers. Pee ats 


Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Limited ne 
295 Regent Street, LondonW1R 8JH .Telephone 01-580 2060 — 


